ALABAMA STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES
October 25, 2023

President Rob Colburn called the October 25, 2023, meeting of the Alabama State Board of Pharmacy to order at 9:01 a.m. to conduct necessary business and determined a quorum was present.  

The following Board members were present:

		Rob Colburn			President
		Christy K. Garmon		Vice President
		Gary Mount			Treasurer
		Thomas H. Cobb		Member
		Stacy Giles			Member	
											
Other Alabama Board of Pharmacy staff members present in person or via WebEx teleconference were: 

	John Brooklere, Incoming Board Member
Donna Yeatman, Executive Secretary
Jennifer Neumann, Board Attorney
Susan Alverson, Director of Regulatory Affairs
Scott Daniel, Chief Drug Investigator
Mark Delk, Drug Investigator
Todd Brooks, Drug Investigator
Peyton Zarzour, Drug Investigator

	Cristal Anderson, Director of Compliance
Wendy Passmore, Operations Manager
Rhonda Coker, Licensing Supervisor
Twalia King, Pharmacy Licensing Manager
Starla Gamble, Facilities Licensing Manager
Rebecca Tindle, Pharmacist Licensing Manager
Stephanie Bradley, Building/Maintenance Mgr.
Angela Kawka, Receptionist



Members of the public present in person or via WebEx teleconference were:


Jim Driskell
Aysia Irwin
Alissa Linn
Leslie Helou
Jeff Church
Tomie Ann Boackle
Jared Edwards
Bart Bamberg
Heather Hughes
Aaron Wolff
Nancy Bishop
Clayton Edwards
Alex Cooper
Daniel Tardiff
Christina Perry
Jacob Creel
Shawn Broussard
Chris Gerhart
Kim Blair
Alessi Frounjian
Chris Saylor
Mary McKnight
Guest
Bailey Little Richardson
Brent
Jamea English
Shaquita Pruitt
Heather Vega
Donnie Calhoun
Michelle Wheat
Elizabeth Sosebee
Danielle Cole
Chidiya Ohiagu
Jennifer Clark
Yvonne Blackburn 
Katie Johnston
Jeff Mesaros
Anne Ellison
William Countiss
Rebecca Oliver
Jennifer Clark
Jennifer Baumgartner
Marty Allain
Calah Merritt
Fouad Maoudji
Jeenu Philip
Kimberly Braxton Lloyd
Julie Jordan
Patrick Cashman
Kayla G.
Allyson Gilliam
Ben
Sydney Carter
Professional Pharmacy
Roland Naseman
Maimuna Bruce
Julie Lasseigne
Miley Phan
Charles Shaw
Nick Carter
Maury Moody
Charles Reid
Laura Gorgol
Jonathan Sun
Leslie McColeman
Shannon Hurst
Bruce Harris
Anita Ward
Jessica Lashley
William Gates
Call-in user 1
Call-in user 2
Call-in user 3
Call-in user 4
Call-in user 5
Call-in user 6
Call-in user 7
CK
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1. MOTION TO ADOPT AGENDA
[bookmark: _Hlk130216556][bookmark: _Hlk504400399]President Colburn called for a motion to adopt the agenda.  A motion was made by Dr. Cobb and seconded by Dr. Mount to adopt the agenda.  A vote was taken and the motion to adopt the agenda passed unanimously.  No nays or abstentions recorded.

2. PRESENTATIONS
(a.) Leslie Helou and Alissa Linn of Mobe, LLC, gave a presentation requesting a nonresident pharmacy services permit.  After a discussion, a motion was made by Dr. Cobb and seconded by Dr. Garmon to approve the request for nonresident pharmacy services permit pending receipt of its medication error policies and procedures.  A vote was taken and the motion passed unanimously.  No nays or abstentions recorded.

(b.) Jacob Creel and Shawn Broussard of Walmart Central Fill gave a presentation requesting a nonresident pharmacy permit and central fill approval for its Carrollton, Texas, mail order pharmacy to utilize the Spring, Texas, central fill pharmacy to serve Alabama patients via mail order.  After a discussion, a motion was made by Dr. Garmon and seconded by Dr. Mount to approve the request for a nonresident pharmacy permit and central fill approval pending receipt of the central fill pharmacy’s policies and procedures for how it will abide by Alabama’s technician ratio.  A vote was taken and the motion passed unanimously.  No nays or abstentions recorded.

(c.) Clayton Edwards and Alex Cooper of CarelonRx Pharmacy and Christina Perry of CVS Pharmacy gave a presentation requesting a nonresident pharmacy permit, central fill approval, and off-site remote order processing.  Dr. Garmon recused herself from participating in the discussion and vote in this matter.  

After a discussion, a motion was made by Dr. Cobb and seconded by Dr. Mount for approval of central fill pending approval of a nonresident pharmacy permit of CarelonRx.  A vote was taken and the motion passed with aye votes from Mr. Colburn, Dr. Mount, Dr. Cobb, and Ms. Giles.  No nays or abstentions recorded.

A second motion was made to approve off-site order entry pending approval of a nonresident pharmacy permit and review of the off-site order request by Ms. Yeatman.    A vote was taken and the motion passed with aye votes from Mr. Colburn, Dr. Mount, Dr. Cobb, and Ms. Giles.  No nays or abstentions recorded.

3. RECESS
A brief recess was taken from 10:05 a.m. to 10:18 a.m.

4. TREASURER’S REPORT
Dr. Mount gave the treasurer’s report.   For the fiscal year ending September 2023, month ending September 30, 2023, total revenues are 111.99 percent of the annual budget.  Expenses for the fiscal year were slightly below annual budgeted amounts.  Licensing fee revenues were 104.67 percent of the budgeted projection.  Overall expenses total 95.50 percent of the budgeted projection.  A motion was made by Dr. Garmon and seconded by Dr. Cobb to accept the treasurer’s report.  A vote was taken and the motion passed with aye votes from Mr. Colburn, Dr. Garmon, Dr. Mount, and Dr. Cobb.  No nays or abstentions recorded.

5. WELLNESS COMMITTEE REPORT
Scott Daniel gave the Wellness Program report as follows:

All participants in the program are without complaint and their screens have been negative.  

Current work-Pharmacists:
· One pharmacist is in residential treatment under a voluntary surrender.  
· Two pharmacists are being held out after treatment waiting for deficits to clear, both under a voluntary surrender.  

Current work-Technicians:
· One technician has completed treatment and is waiting three months for deficits to clear. 
· One technician has completed treatment and is awaiting a hearing.

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Dr. Garmon and seconded by Dr. Mount and Dr. Cobb to approve the Board business meeting minutes from the September 20, 2023, business meeting.  A vote was taken and the motion passed with aye votes from Mr. Colburn, Dr. Mount, Dr. Cobb, and Ms. Giles.  No nays or abstentions recorded. 

A motion was made by Dr. Garmon and seconded by Dr. Cobb to approve the Board interview minutes from the September 20, 2023, interviews.  A vote was taken and the motion passed with aye votes from Mr. Colburn, Dr. Garmon, Dr. Mount, and Dr. Cobb.  No nays or abstentions recorded. 

7. INVESTIGATOR’S REPORT
Chief Investigator Scott Daniel gave the investigator’s report.  During September 2023, a total of 108 inspections were completed.  Those inspections included sterile and nonsterile inspections.  There were 25 complaints received and 19 complaints completed. Investigators also participated in additional activities during September.  Since September 1, 14 pharmacy burglaries in Jefferson County have been reported to the Board.  Mr. Daniel requested everyone be alert and contact law enforcement if needed. 

8. SECRETARY’S REPORT 
Executive Secretary Donna Yeatman gave her report, which consisted of the following:

· 
· Angela Kawka is the Board’s new procurement specialist and receptionist.  She has already done an excellent job acclimating to the requirements of the position. 

· Dr. Anne Marie Nolen is in the hospital and expected to deliver her new baby girl today.  Please keep them in your thoughts and prayers.  Dr. Nolen should be returning to work in mid-January.

· There have been no new off-site order entry requests that did not require a presentation before the Board.

· The election process for the upcoming independent pharmacy position on the Board of Pharmacy is complete.  The election yielded a 17-percent voter participation rate, which was four percent more than past years.  Mr. John Brooklere was elected to assume the at-large position that will be vacated by Mr. Colburn. 

· Ms. Yeatman spoke at the McWhorter School of Pharmacy white coat ceremony.  

· Board staff met with independent pharmacy representatives on September 27, 2023, and October 11, 2023, at the Board office.  The meetings were well attended and had great dialogue among the attendees. 

· Dr. Anderson, Ms. Neumann, and Ms. Yeatman attended the NABP executive officer counsel and compliance officer meeting in Chicago.  Ms. Neumann was a panelist and Dr. Anderson represented Alabama very well.  The Alabama Board of Pharmacy was mentioned several times for its innovative thinking and excellent governance of pharmacy.

· National Drug Take Back Day will be Saturday, October 28, 2023, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Board office.

· Board members and staff attended the Maltagon conference October 15-18, 2023.  It was a very good meeting and Alabama was well represented.  Ms. Yeatman thanked the Board members for giving so much of their time to represent the Board. 

· The Board received a response from the Governor’s office regarding its request for clarification if the Board of Pharmacy was exempt from Executive Order 726 due to statutory language regarding Board funds.  The response gave the Board an extension until October 1, 2024, to meet with the comptroller in November to further discuss the issue.  

· Technicians who have not submitted their completion of training have been notified via the email and/or address on file with the Board of their lack of completion of training.  Technicians who have not submitted their completion of training will not be allowed to renew their technician registration.  

· Further clarification as to the difference between off-site order entry and remote work will be in Ms. Yeatman’s emailed report. 

· Ms. Yeatman thanked all Alabama pharmacy professionals who work hard to ensure the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Alabama.

9. ATTORNEY REPORT
Ms. Neumann will only have matters to discuss during executive session.

10. OLD BUSINESS
· Ms. Yeatman received confirmation from DEA that the Board’s flow chart and understanding of transferring electronic prescriptions for Schedules II through V is correct.  The clarification and flow chart are posted on the Board of Pharmacy website. 

· Public hearing, Rule 680-X-2-.23, Drug Manufacturers; Wholesale Distributors; Private Label Distributors, Repackagers, Third-Party Logistics, 503B Outsourcer.  A motion was made by Dr. Garmon and seconded by Dr. Mount to approve the amendments to Rule 680-X-2-.23.  A vote was taken and the motion passed unanimously.  No nays or abstentions recorded.

· Public hearing, Rule 680-X-2-.25, Drug Manufacturers; Wholesale Distributors; Private Label Distributors, Repackagers, Third-Party Logistics, 503B Outsourcer.  This is a repealing of this rule and its contents were combined with Amended Rule 680-X-2-.23.  A motion was made by Dr. Cobb and seconded by Dr. Mount to approve the repeal of Rule 680-X-2-.25.  A vote was taken and the motion to approve the repeal passed unanimously.  No nays or abstentions recorded. 

· Public hearing, Rule 680-X-2-.44, Collaborative Pharmacy Practice.  This rule will be amended to correct the year 1988 instead of 1099.  A motion was made by Dr. Cobb and seconded by Dr. Garmon to approve the amendment to Rule 680-X-2-.44.  A vote was taken and the motion passed with aye votes from Mr. Colburn, Dr. Garmon, Dr. Mount, and Dr. Cobb.  No nays or abstentions recorded. 

· Public hearing, Rule 680-X-2-.26, Emergency Prescription Refills.  A motion was made by Dr. Cobb and seconded by Dr. Mount and Dr. Garmon to approve amendments to Rule 680-X-2-.26.  A vote was taken and the motion passed unanimously.  No nays or abstentions recorded. 

· The test to treat protocol was presented to the Board for approval.  After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Dr. Cobb and seconded by Dr. Mount to approve the test to treat protocol.  A vote was taken and the motion passed unanimously.  No nays or abstentions recorded.  

· Alabama Department of Public Health requested a letter of support for the changes in their Section 420-4-1-.12, Dispensing of Legend Drugs by Alabama Department of Public Health Registered Nurses, as discussed during the Board’s August 2023 meeting.  A motion was made by Dr. Cobb and seconded by Dr. Garmon to approve sending a letter of support for their rule change.  A vote was taken and the motion to approve passed unanimously.  No nays or abstentions recorded.  

11. [bookmark: _Hlk141128163]NEW BUSINESS
· Heather Hughes with Publix Pharmacy sent a letter requesting amendments to the requirement of off-site order entry only being between pharmacies 25 miles of each other; elimination of requirements of technician function to be verified by onsite pharmacist prior to transfer to other pharmacy or dispensing to the patient; elimination of requirement that dispensing pharmacists’ initials must be on the prescription label; and amending requirement to perform all processing of a prescription to work from home.  A discussion was held and the matter will be discussed at a future Board meeting. 

· A discussion was held regarding nonlicensed or nonregistered personnel being in the pharmacy for tasks such as observing or shadowing.  The Board staff will draft a policy statement and present it at a future Board meeting. 

· A discussion was held regarding licensed medical professionals and pharmacy technicians administering vaccinations in a pharmacy.  Any currently licensed medical professional in good standing with their respective board may administer vaccinations in a pharmacy setting.  A policy statement covering this topic will be presented to the Board for their review and approval at a future Board meeting.

· A discussion was held regarding the practice of pharmacy.  A motion was made by Dr.  Mount and seconded by Dr. Garmon to form a work group to define and/or update the modern practice of pharmacy and duties of technicians and make recommendations to the Board of any potential statute and/or rule changes.  Dr. Garmon and Dr. Cobb will represent the Board in the work group.  A vote was taken and the motion passed unanimously.  No nays or abstentions recorded.

· A discussion was held regarding potential statutory changes for the next Alabama legislative session.  Alabama Code 34-23-151 states, “While compounding there shall be no more than three technicians per pharmacist.”  The amendment to this statute would allow for four technicians as long as two are nationally certified as stated in Rule 680-X-2-.14.  A motion was made by Dr. Garmon and seconded by Dr. Cobb to begin the statutory change process for 34-23-151.  A vote was taken and the motion passed unanimously.  No nays or abstentions recorded.

· A discussion was held regarding the Board office potentially changing software providers.  A motion was made by Dr. Garmon and seconded by Dr. Mount and Dr. Cobb for Ms. Yeatman to examine a potential software change.  A vote was taken and the motion passed unanimously.  No nays or abstentions recorded.

· [bookmark: _Hlk148620453]The Board received a request from Auburn University Student Pharmacy and Auburn University Pharmaceutical Care Center for reduced hours of operation for the weeks of December 17, 2023, through December 31, 2023.  A motion was made by Dr. Cobb and seconded by Dr. Garmon to approve the request for reduced hours.  A vote was taken and the motion passed unanimously.  No nays or abstentions recorded.

12. [bookmark: _Hlk520116404]EXECUTIVE SESSION
A motion was made by Dr. Cobb and seconded by Dr. Garmon to retire to executive session.  An individual voice vote was taken and the motion passed unanimously.    

13. RECESS
A recess was held for executive session from 11:39 a.m. to 12:01 p.m.

14. MOTIONS ON CASES
[bookmark: _Hlk148621131]
(Dr. Gary Mount attended executive session but did not return to the open meeting for voting.)

[bookmark: _Hlk152003216]A motion was made by Dr. Garmon and seconded by Dr. Cobb in case numbers 23-L-0114, 23-L-0306, 23-L-00308, 23-L-0313, 23-L-0323, and 23-L-0325, to take the recommended action of grant permit/license.  A vote was taken and the motion passed with aye votes from Mr. Colburn, Dr. Garmon, Dr. Cobb, and Ms. Giles.  No nays or abstentions recorded.

A motion was made by Dr. Garmon and seconded by Dr. Cobb in case number 23-L-0318 to grant with the conditions of a letter of concern, three hours of live med error continuing education, and an in-person interview.  A vote was taken and the motion passed with aye votes from Mr. Colburn, Dr. Garmon, Dr. Cobb, and Ms. Giles.  No nays or abstentions recorded.

A motion was made by Dr. Garmon and seconded by Dr. Cobb in case number 23-L-0314 to issue a letter of education.  A vote was taken and the motion passed with aye votes from Mr. Colburn, Dr. Garmon, and Dr. Cobb.  No nays or abstentions recorded.

A motion was made by Dr. Garmon and seconded by Dr. Cobb in case numbers 23-0111, 23-0119, 23-0121, 23-0123, 23-0126, 23-0161, 23-0171, 23-0172, and 23-0194 to take the recommended action of no further action.  A vote was taken and the motion passed with aye votes from Mr. Colburn, Dr. Garmon, Dr. Cobb, and Ms. Giles.  No nays or abstentions recorded.

A motion was made by Dr. Garmon and seconded by Dr. Cobb in case number 23-0064 to take the recommended action of no further action.  A vote was taken and the motion passed with aye votes from Mr. Colburn, Dr. Garmon, Dr. Cobb, and Ms. Giles.  No nays or abstentions recorded.

A motion was made by Dr. Garmon and seconded by Dr. Cobb in case number 23-0155 0223 to take the recommended action of letter of concern and action plan.  A vote was taken and the motion passed with aye votes from Mr. Colburn, Dr. Garmon, and Dr. Cobb.  No nays or abstentions recorded.

A motion was made by Dr. Garmon and seconded by Dr. Cobb in case number 23-0118 to take the recommended action of warning letter.  A vote was taken and the motion passed with aye votes from Mr. Colburn, Dr. Garmon, and Dr. Cobb, and Ms. Giles.  No nays or abstentions recorded.

A motion was made by Dr. Garmon and seconded by Dr. Cobb in case number 23-L-0344 to take the recommended action of grant.  A vote was taken and the motion passed with aye votes from Mr. Colburn, Dr. Garmon, Dr. Cobb, and Ms. Giles.  No nays or abstentions recorded.

15. ADJOURN
The meeting was adjourned at 12:04 p.m.



													
Rob Colburn, President				Donna C. Yeatman, Executive Secretary
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