
NEW ALABAMA LEGISLATION GIVES CONTROL DRUG PRESCRIBING AUTHORITY 
TO CERTIFIED NURSE PRACTITIONERS AND MIDWIVES 

According to the Alabama Board of Medical Examiners & Medical Licensure Commision of Alabama, 

“The Alabama Legislature has passed Act 2013-223 which confers to Certified Registered Nurse 

Practitioners and Certified Nurse Midwives authority to prescribe controlled substances in Schedules, III, 

IV, and V.  The Board (Medical Board) will act as the certifying board and issue Qualified Alabama 

Controlled Substances (QACSC) certificates in much the same way that Physician Assistants are issued 

QACSCs, that is, a CRNP/CNM in a collaborative agreement with a physician may apply for a QACSC to 

prescribe controlled substances in Schedules III, IV and V without a collaborating physician’s review or 

signature, provided such is agreed to in the collaborative practice agreement.”  Beginning October 1, 

2013, applicants may apply for a QACSC. 

To qualify for a controlled substances certificate, a CRNP or CNM must: 

 Be in a collaborative practice with a physician who holds a valid, unrestricted ACSC (Alabama 

Controlled Substances Certificate) 

 Submit documentation of attendance at an eight credit, Board approved course entitled, 

“Prescribing Controlled Drugs,” plus attendance at four credits of advanced pharmacology and 

controlled substance prescribing trends.  These courses became available this past summer for 

those interested. 

 Provide documentation of a minimum of 12 months of active clinical practice pursuant to an 

approved collaborative. 

Once the required information is submitted to the Medical Board, The applicant must submit a form 

to DEA.  DEA will confirm with the Alabama Medical Board that the person is approved for authority 

to prescribe controlled substances, and will provide the nurse with a DEA number.  Look for the 

nurse’s DEA number on prescriptions you receive from the nurse.  Unlike physician assistants, no 

limitations were legislated on the prescribing rights of CRNPs or CNMs.  There is not a limit in the 

number of doses prescribed, or the number of refills allowed other than those already in the law for 

physicians. 

http://arc-sos.state.al.us/cgi/actdetail.mbr/detail?page=act&year=2013&act=223&x=67&y=5

